




Droupadi Murmu 
President of India

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India

Dr. Deepak Mittal
Ambassador of India to Qatar

AMBASSADOR’S MESSAGE

MANAGING EDITOR

Mohammed Osman Ali
SUPPLEMENT EDITOR

Roy George

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Dr. Khalid M Al-Shafi

ADVERTISING CO-ORDINATOR

Muhammad Shammas
COVER / DESIGN

Abraham Augusthy

On the occasion of the 
75th Anniversary of the 
Independence of India, 
I congratulate and 

extend warm greetings to all my 
fellow Indians living in Qatar.

I take this opportunity to also 
express our gratitude to His 
Highness the Amir of the State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani, His Highness the Father 
Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al 

Thani and all Members of the Royal 
Family, the Government of the 

State of Qatar for their continued patronage and support to the 
Indian community in Qatar.

This day marks a new milestone in India’s journey of the 75 
years since Independence. We are entering Amrit Kaal (the 
golden era) that paves the way for New India and a journey 
towards the Centennial Celebrations in 25 years. 

At this historic juncture, all Indians, especially those born in 
free and Independent India, remember and pay homage to our 
brave freedom fighters and the unsung heroes of our freedom 
struggle whose supreme sacrifices ensured that today 1.4 billion 
people are living lives with pride and dignity. We remember great 
leaders like Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi, Netaji Subash 
Bose, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Baba 
Saheb Ambedkar who laid the foundations of Modern India. 

Every Indian is proud of 75 years’ journey of Independent 
India. There is a lot to celebrate. This includes - unity in diversity – 
Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat; freedoms and equal opportunities 
guaranteed in our Constitution to all citizens irrespective of caste, 
colour, creed, sex, race, religion, region; democracy that ensured 
inclusive and participative governance and withstood the test of 
times. It is no mean achievement that in the 75th year, the people 
of India have made history by electing the second woman 
President and first ever from a tribal background. It is a befitting 
testimony to the core values enshrined in the Constitutions 
through which the state has been striving to attain socio-
economic equality for the past many decades. Every Indian can 
be proud of the fact that India has emerged from being a low 
income country to be among top five economies globally; India 
has made strides in science and technology, including space and 
nuclear sciences; India is one of the leading centers of innovation 
and Information Technology globally; India is Pharmacy of the 
World; India has world class production and manufacturing 

capabilities; India is a leading global partner to address new age 
challenges facing the humanity, be it climate change or building 
resilient and reliable supply chains to ensure food and health 
security. India continues to contribute in keeping with our ethos 
of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” or the ‘World is One Family’.

Today, we celebrate our Tiranga (the Tricolour National flag) 
through Har Ghar Tiranga movement. It is a symbol of our 
diversity, unity, and Independence. I am glad that the Indian 
community in Qatar has been actively celebrating the Amrit 
Mahotsav. I thank the friendly people and the Government of 
Qatar for sharing the joy of the Indian community in Qatar and 
being part of this Mahotsav.

It goes without saying that Qatar is a natural partner to New 
India. We enjoy historical relationship based on the strong 
foundations of people of people contacts. Qatar has been a valuable 
and reliable partner in India’s developmental journey of India. 

We enjoy very strong political relations and maintained 
momentum of high-level exchanges. Our leadership have 
maintained regular communications.  The Vice President of India 
paid first ever visit to the State of Qatar in June 2022. It marked a 
new milestone and opened a new chapter in the bilateral 
relations. External Affairs Minister of India has visited Qatar on a 
few occasions and along with the Deputy PM and FM H.E. Sheikh 
Mohammed bin AbdelRahman Al Thani laid the foundation stone 
for new Indian chancery building in Qatar in February 2022. 
Minister of State for External and Parliamentary Affairs V 
Muraleedharan visited Qatar in May 2022.

These high-level exchanges have naturally deepened the 
multifaceted bilateral ties in trade, investment, energy, defence, 
education, culture, health, technology and opened new 
windows of opportunities. Bilateral trade and investment 
partnership continue to grow.  Last year, bilateral trade crossed 
$15 billion, recording 63% increase year-on-year. India is the 
fourth largest export destination for Qatar and third largest 
with respect to its imports. Qatar’s investments in India have 
increased fivefolds over the past two years. In February 2022, 
QIA committed US$ 1.5 billion to financially support Bodhi tree, 
an investment platform jointly formed by Lupa Systems and 
Star India. India’s edtech major Byju’s signed an MoU with QIA 
to open an R&D centre in Doha. It is also amazing that Byju’s is 
one of the sponsors to FIFA. Qatar Financial Centre had signed 
an MoU with Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) 
to promote entrepreneurship and facilitate set up Indian firms 
in Qatar through collaborative initiatives. In the similar lines, 
an MoU was signed between International Financial Services 
Centre Authority (IFSCA) and the Qatar Financial Centre 

Authority (QFCA) in January 2022. The launch of “India-Qatar 
Start Up bridge” aims to link the innovation ecosystems of the 
two countries. 

Bilateral defence and security cooperation between India 
and Qatar continue to make a meaningful progress with 
continuous engagement at all levels. A high level delegation 
headed by Vice Admiral Ajendra Bahadur Singh, Commanding in 
Chief of Indian Navy’s Western Naval Command participated in 
Doha International Maritime Defence Exhibition (DIMDEX) in 
March 2022. INS Kolkata was deputed on the occasion.  Qatari 
Emiri Naval Force participated as Observers in Biennial 
multilateral Naval exercise MILAN 2022 hosted by Indian Navy in 
Visakhapatnam. 

These age-old ties still continue to feed the current people-
to-people contacts be it - cultural, business, trade or other ties.  
The diverse Indian Community in Qatar epitomizes the fact that 
both the cultures are intertwined and integrated.  It represents 
India in a microcosm. They have been actively celebrating Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav through various cultural, sports, business, 
welfare, environmental and other events. It is matter of great joy 
that India is a partner in Qatar-MENASA Year of Culture 2022, 
thus further expanding the scope of #IndiaAt75 celebrations. The 
grandeur of the Indian Community Festival “Passage to India” 
held in March 2022 which attracted huge crowds, stands as a 
testimony to the strong cultural connect. The name of Qatar once 
again entered in the Guinness World Record when Indian Sports 
Centre successfully conducted a yoga session for maximum 
number of nationalities. 

India-Qatar collaboration in education is already well known 
with 20 Indian schools running in Qatar and QIA’s investment in 
the EdTech company BYJU’s. The opening of first Indian university 

– Savithribhai Phule University – last  year, in Qatar, is paving way 
for much such collaborations in the field of education. 

Nevertheless, I strongly believe that the current level of 
bilateral relations is only a tip of the ice berg, as India has a lot 
more to offer and both countries can do wonders together. India 
is the world’s 3rd largest in terms of purchasing power parity. It 
grew at 8.7% in 2021-22 while Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
inflow hit an all-time high of $83.57 billion in 2021-22, indicating 
a 22% increase post covid i.e., from March 2020. This was made 
possible through a series of measures, utmost important of which 
was the largest vaccination drive in the world, which successfully 
administered over 2 billion doses, ensuring that 90% of the adult 
population are fully vaccinated. This would not have been 
possible at such a large scale in such a short span, without 
indigenous vaccines. �P9
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INDEPENDENCE DAY

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior of Qatar, H E  Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani received Indian Vice-President, H E Venkaiah Naidu at Amiri 

Diwan in Doha on June 5,2022. Both sides held delegation level talks & reviewed bilateral relations including trade, investment, economic & security cooperation.

Prime Minister and Indian Vice-President review bilateral cooperation

Deputy PM, Indian External Affairs Minister 
unveils foundation stone for Indian Embassy

External Affairs Minister of India H E Dr. S Jaishankar visited Doha and held a 

bilateral meeting with Qatar’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of 

State H E Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani. The Indian External 

Affairs Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister jointly unveiled the foundation 

stone at the new site of the Indian Embassy located at the Diplomatic Enclave 

in the West Bay area of Doha on February 9, 2022.
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INDEPENDENCE DAY

Indian Ambassador H E Dr. Deepak Mittal called on Minister of Municipality H E 

Dr. Abdulla bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al Subaie on March 12, 2022 and exchanged 

views on agriculture, urban planning, fisheries etc. Ambassador also discussed 

Indian participation in the 9th AgriteQ and upcoming Expo2023 Doha.

Minister of Municipality, Indian Ambassador 
exchange views on agriculture 

H E the Indian Ambassador called on Qatar’s Minister of Commerce and 

Industry H E. Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Qassim Al Abdullah Al Thani 

and discussed measures to strengthen economic partnership between India 

and Qatari Ministry of Commerce and Industry of Qatar on May 29, 2022.

India-Qatar partnership in Commerce  
and Industry reviewed

Indian Naval 

Ship Kolkata 

participates in 

DIMDEX 2022, 

Qatar. Head of the 

Indian delegation 

Vice-Admiral 

Ajendra Bahadur 

Singh, Flag Officer 

Commanding in 

Chief, Western 

Naval Command 

hosted a 

reception on 

board the Ship at 

Hamad Port on 

March 23, 2022.Indian Naval Ship Kolkata participates in DIMDEX 2022
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Minister of 

State for 

External 

Affairs and 

Parliamentary 

Affairs of 

India H E V 

Muraleedharan, 

met Qatar’s 

Minister of 

State for 

Foreign Affairs 

H E Sultan 

bin Saad Al 

Muraikhi, during 

a visit to Qatar 

on May 5, 2022.

Indian Minister of State meets Al Muraikhi Passage to India festival celebrated

Foreign Secretary of India Shri Harsh Vardhan Shringla inaugurated ‘Passage to 

India’ festival by Indian Cultural Centre, Doha and Qatar Museums, at Museum 

of Islamic Art (MIA) amid a huge participation from friends in Qatar, diplomatis, 

Indian and other expatriate communities in Qatar on March 24, 2022.
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Minister of Commerce and Industry H E Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Qassim Al Abdullah Al Thani (sitting second left), India’s Vice-President H E Venkaiah 

Naidu (sitting centre), Qatari Businessmen Association Chairman Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani (sitting right) Qatar Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin 

Jassim Al Thani (sitting left), India’s Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare H E Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar (sitting second right), and other participants of 

the India-Qatar Business Forum, at the Sheraton Doha Hotel.

India-Qatar Business Forum

A proud and 

historic moment 

for Indian 

community 

and Qatar as 

they make it to 

Guinness Book of 

World Records 

after Indian 

Sports Centre 

successfully 

conducted a 

yoga lesson for 

114 nationalities 

at Aspire Zone 

on March 25, 

2022.

Indian Sports Centre’s yoga lesson enters Guinness Book of World Records
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Continued from page 3
 A production linked incentive scheme announced by India 

for 13 priority sectors in April 2020, started bearing its fruits as 
currently India is one of the fastest growing mobile 
manufacturers in the world and second largest volume wise. 
India has one of the largest networks of higher education 
institutions in the world, which was estimated to be worth US$ 
117 billion in 2020-21 and is expected to reach US$ 225 billion by 
2025-26. 

At the same time, it is not a secret that even after 75 years of 
independence and tremendous achievements in various fields, 
the rural-urban divide across various sectors still remains huge. 
Yet, New India sees this as an opportunity for improving and 
aims to bridge this divide during the Amrit Kaal. Already, a 
series of measures were put in place to double the income of 
farmers and widen their financial security net; expand 
agriculture production and promote agri-exports and provision 
of roads and electricity to villages. This is a great opportunity 
for bilateral cooperation which serves the mutual interests – 
food security to Qatar and investments to India. A related field 
to food and agri-industry, is the shipping and ports 
development one, again which can be a potential area for 
mutual collaboration. India allows up to 100% FDI under the 
automatic route for projects related to the construction and 
maintenance of ports and harbors. In the last two decades, 
Indian ports have attracted a cumulative FDI amounting to 
US$1.64 billion. At the Maritime India Summit in March 2021, in 

which Qatar also participated, India announced 400 new 
projects in the sector with an investment potential of $28 billion 
for the development of the country’s coastline. 

Going further, New India is aiming at a whole lot of new 
forward looking goals including – environmental security 
which pushed it to take on ambitious goal of achieving 450 GW 
by 2030 of which around 100 GW has been achieved ahead of 
schedule. A Green Hydrogen policy was unveiled in February 
this year aiming to bring down the production cost from $5-$6 
per kg to $1 per kg. India’s electric vehicle industry too is 
gathering momentum and offers ample opportunities for 
investors. India’s emphasis on Mission Circular Economy 
focusing on regeneration and restoration will eventually pave 
the way for sustainable economic and environmental 
ecosystems. These are also potential areas of bilateral 
cooperation between India and Qatar wherein both can jointly 
make new strides for the betterment of the region as well as the 
world at large. 

The Indian diaspora has been one of the important pillars 
of India’s development for the past 75 years and will remain so 
during the Amrit Kaal and beyond. I sincerely appreciate the 
Indian community in Qatar for their contribution to both their 
mother land, India as well as to their second home, Qatar. The 
enthusiasm with which it has been celebrating Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav is highly commendable. The Indian Embassy leaves 
no stone unturned to improve the quality of its service to the 
community. It strives to reach out to every Indian be it through 

regular consular/labour camps, monthly open house or through 
various community organisations. To be available at a click 
away, a mobile app (India in Qatar) was launched last year. 
Through the app, currently appointments can be booked, 
grievances raised, assistance solicited and remain in touch with 
Embassy easily. Embassy also has a call centre – Pravasi 
Bharatiya Sahayta Kendra (PBSK) running from 8 am – 5 pm 
every day (except Friday) and is available in English, Hindi and 
Malayalam languages. A live chat option is also available on 
Embassy’s website. 

We all are looking forward to the spectacular FIFA World 
Cup 2022 to be held in Qatar. I am very happy that a large 
number of Indians have registered as Volunteers and cultural 
events are planned in run up to the mega event. The 100 days’ 
countdown to the games has begun. I take this opportunity to 
appeal to the Indian resident community to extend full support 
for the successful and memorable conduct of the games by Qatar.

I once again extend my warm greetings to my fellow Indians 
in Qatar as India steps into a new phase, and thank them for 
their valuable contribution to the growth and development of 
Qatar and India. Let us all rededicate ourselves for New India 
that shares the fruits of development with all and achieve in the 
words of our Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi - Sankalpit 
Bharat, Sashakt Bharat, Atmarnirbhar Bharat and Shreshta 
Bharat. At the same time let us all continue to consolidate the 
bonds of friendship and cooperation between India and Qatar.

Jai Hind !

Ambassador’s message on  the occasion of 75th anniversary of the Independence Day of India
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The Indian pharma sector has a long 
history of developing and deliver-
ing world-class products at 
affordable costs across the globe. 

India is regarded as the ‘pharmacy of the 
world’ and ranked third-largest in pharma 
production by volume and 14th largest by 
value.  India has the most number of United 
States Food and Drug Administration 
(USFDA) approved units (741 as of August 
2021). Indian pharma companies offer prod-
ucts in segments such as generic drugs, 
Over-the-Counter (OTC) medicines, Active 
Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs), vaccines, 
contract research and manufacturing, and 
biosimilar and biologics. India is the larg-
est provider of generics globally, accounting 
for over 20% of the global generic supply 
by volume and 60% of vaccines. Indian 
pharma products are exported to over 200 
countries; the country meets more than 40% 
of generic demand in the US and 25% of 
prescription drugs in the UK.

Overview of Indian Pharma Export

For the period 2021-22, export of drugs 
and pharma products stood at $ 24.6bn 
compared to $24.44bn as of 2020-21. The 
Indian pharma industry witnessed expo-
nential growth of 103% during 2014-22 from 
$11.6bn to $24.6bn. Pharma exports reported 
strong growth despite the pandemic-led 
global supply disruptions and geopolitical 
concerns during the last couple of years.

Value of Indian Pharma Exports

Over the last five years, the value of 
pharma export has increased at a CAGR of 
7% from $17.3bn in 2018 to $24.6bn in 2022. 
Intense price competitiveness and good 
quality services have helped pharma com-
panies dominate the export market.

Category-wise Export Trend

Out of the total exports of $24.6bn, drug 
formulation and biologicals (drug formu-
lation: different chemical substances such 
as active ingredients are combined to pro-
duce a final medical product; biologicals: 
pharmaceutical products manufactured 
from living organisms) accounts for US$ 18 
billion of exports. Over the last couple of 
years, drug formulation and biologicals 
increased from 74% of exports in 2019 to 
78% in 2021, driven by vaccine and drug 
exports during the pandemic. India has been 
exporting vaccines and essential generic 
drugs to around 71 countries during the 
crisis.

India’s Edge Over Other Markets

Indian pharma companies have always 
set examples by delivering life supporting 
medicines at affordable rates across the 
globe. Emerging markets have been becom-
ing popular in pharma exports compared 
to developed markets over the last few years. 
According to the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, the current market size of the 
Indian pharma industry is $50bn. These 

pharma companies have an edge over their 
developed and emerging market peers due 
to:

P Availability of solid infrastructure 
facilities recognised by USFDA and WHO 
standards

P Inexpensive labour and lower pro-
duction cost – Drug production cost lower 
by 40-70% and labor costs on an average 
less than 60-70% as compared to devel-
oped nations.

P Lower R&D cost
P Strong government support

Major Pharma Companies in India  

India is home to nearly 3,000 pharma 
companies, seven of which are included in 
the list of top 100 pharma companies in the 
world by revenue. Sun Pharma is the larg-
est pharma company in India by revenue, 
followed by Aurbindo Pharma, Cipla, Dr. 
Reddy’s Laboratories and Lupin. Top 10 

pharma company revenue accounts for 
$16.2bn based on FY21 and FY22 revenue.

Activities Undertaken for Export 

Promotion

Pharmaceuticals Export Promotion 
Council of India (PHARMEXCIL) acts as a 
nodal agency for export promotion in the 
country. Significant activities that have been 
undertaken for export promotion include:

P Brand India Pharma Project: The 
project was launched in 2012 to promote 
Indian pharma products in  international 
markets by using Made in India logos and 
highlighting the sector as a preferred des-
tination. Phamexcil has entered into 
agreements with countries such as South 
Korea, China, the Philippines and Ukraine 
to promote bilateral trade.

P Reducing dependency on imports of 
APIs: India is heavily dependent on API 
imports to meet domestic manufacturing and 

Indian pharma exports 
making a global mark

Over the last five years, the 
value of pharma export has 
increased at a CAGR of 7% 
from $17.3bn in 2018 to 
$24.6bn in 2022. Intense 
price competitiveness and 
good quality services have 
helped pharma companies 
dominate the export market
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formulation requirements. As of FY21, India’s 
API import stood at US$ 3.68 billion. The gov-
ernment has launched schemes for setting up 
three bulk drug parks, medical device parks 
and offered product linked incentives (PLI) 
to manufacture APIs in the country.

P Authentication system for pharma 
exports: To reduce fake and substand-
ard pharma formulation, a track and 
trace system has been developed since 
2011. Barcoding at secondary and terti-
ary level packaging has been adopted. In 

June 2020, the beta version of a technol-
ogy-neutral and user-friendly web portal, 
iVEDA, was launched.

P Support to the industry: The Department 
of Commerce offers reimbursement of the reg-
istration cost for product registration abroad 
up to $0.26m per year in order to encourage 
more product registrations in new markets.

P Global outreach and B2B engagements: 
Pharmexcil and the Department of Commerce 
organise trade fairs webinars and exhibitions 
across the globe to promote exports.

Pharma Exports Poised to Grow in 

Future

India has made its mark in the global 
generic market by delivering quality products 
at scale. Growth in exports has been achieved, 
primarily due to consistent innovation over 
the last 5-6 decades. The share of pharma and 
drugs in India’s global exports was 5.92% as 
of 2022. India also has the potential to become 
a net API exporter with government support, 

as private players can establish API plants and 
export them to nations dependent on imports. 
According to the Indian Economic Survey 
2020-21, the pharma industry is expected to 
reach $64bn in value by 2024 and $130bn by 
2030. The next leg of growth in pharma, both 
domestic and exports, will come from 
advancement in skill development, use of   
technology in manufacturing and establish-
ment of a solid supply chain.
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It’s huge, almost gigantic! That is the first reaction 
most people have as they speed down the wind-
ing road leading to the towering Statue of Unity 
(SoU). A long bridge connects the mainland to the 

Sadhu Bet Island, on which the statue stands. Silhou-
etted against the surrounding Vindhya and Satpura 
mountain ranges, the colossal statue almost seems to 
pierce the skyline.

The legacy of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, India’s 
Iron Man, lives on in the form of this massive statue 
dominating the Narmada river basin.

He towers over the landscape, as if, keeping an 
eye over the land he helped become independent. 
Standing at a height of 182M, the Statue of Unity, is 
the tallest in the world. It depicts Sardar Patel in a 
walking pose, clad in his characteristic simple attire. 
About 100 times the height of a five-and-a-half-feet-
tall person, one can see the statue from as far away 
as 8km. The SoU was inaugurated on October 31, 2018, 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to commemorate 
Patel’s 143rd birth anniversary.

The statue has been built on a star-shaped geo-
metric base that covers the entire Sadhu Hill. It has a 
viewing gallery at 135M, at the statue’s chest level, that 
can be reached via two high-speed elevators. The gate-
way to the elevators is through an exhibition gallery, 
in which you can marvel at a model of the statue and 
an elaborate blueprint, among other exhibits.

The elevators travel 150M in half a minute and can 
carry 26 people at one time. From the viewing gallery, 
reinforced with steel grids, you can take in the breath-
taking views of the surroundings and of the Sardar 
Sarovar reservoir at a distance. Interestingly, it’s not 
just the statue that throws light on Patel’s life and 
achievements, but also a spectacular laser show, which 
talks in detail about the statesman’s life. It traces the 
life of Patel and talks about why the statue has been 
erected in his honour. The show also outlines the lead-
er’s contribution to the nation. However, what really 
fascinates are the realistic projections that show Patel 
in different phases of his life: in a lawyer’s garb, images 
from his ‘Bharat Chodo’ movement (asking the Brit-
ish to leave India) and in his characteristic kurta 
pajama.

Constructed by engineering giant Larsen and Tou-
bro, SoU was built in a record time of 33 months. It is 
177 ft taller than China’s Spring Temple Buddha statue 
(the second tallest in the world), which took 11 years 
to build. The SoU comprises two semi-joined, com-
posite concrete cylindrical cores surrounded by a steel 
space frame to support the external cladding.

The face of the statue is particularly noteworthy 
and 93-year-old sculptor Ram Sutar has made it to 
have a poised countenance. Patel’s head is held high 
with his arms at his side, and the leader is supposed 
to appear to be walking on water towards the Sardar 
Sarovar Dam, with his left leg placed slightly forward. 
It is said that figuring out the perfect posture for the 
statue was a challenge. The engineers scanned around 
2,000 photographs, and consulted several historians 
to choose the final picture. Finally, a 2-dimensional 
image was converted into a 3-dimensional model.

Statue of Unity 
throws light on 
Patel’s life, 
achievements
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By 2030, every app-based cab that 
you book in Delhi, every two-
wheeler, on which the food that 
you ordered arrives, or any vehi-

cle that ferries your e-orders will be an 
electric vehicle. Delhi government’s soon-
to-be-notified aggregator scheme will also 
put cap surge pricing, ensure cabs are mon-
itored 24X7 and riders are alerted the 
moment a driver veers from the assigned 
route. The scheme will also make training 
and monitoring of drivers with less than a 
3.5-rating over a year mandatory.

Recently, The Delhi government put the 
Draft Delhi Motor Vehicle Aggregators 
Scheme, 2022, in the public domain for 21 
days and invited suggestions or objections 
from the public. The scheme is meant for 
licensing and regulation of aggregators pro-
viding passenger transport services and for 
regulation of other aggregators providing 
delivery of goods in the city.

The government had earlier published 
a draft of the scheme in February and hav-
ing solicited suggestions, incorporated them 
in the final draft put in the public domain.

Ashish Kundra, principal secretary-
cum-transport commissioner, said, “In the 
final draft, there are clearly defined boxes 

of different obligations of EV conversion 
for passenger-carrying fleets, last-mile 
delivery fleets and e-commerce compa-
nies. With different obligations, we have 
tried to make the transition to EV 
gentler.”

Instead of similar slabs for all catego-
ries in the previous draft, there are more 
slabs now with proportionally more EVs in 
a fleet. “However, by 2030, there has to be 
a fully electric fleet, which could include 
new EVs or retrofitted old vehicles,” Kun-
dra said.

Kundra said that there are new fea-
tures to benefit consumers, particularly 
cab riders. One relates to the pet peeve of 
commuters - surge pricing. “The aggrega-
tors shall be allowed to charge a fare with 
maximum surge pricing not exceedingly 
twice the base fare as specified by the 
transport department, GNCTD, from time 
to time,” the draft states. The base price, 
however, is yet to be fixed by the 
department.

A slew of compliances on the aggrega-
tors’ part, it is hoped, will ensure better 
safety measures. The aggregator will have 
to ensure that the driver plies the vehicle 
on the route assigned on the mobile app.

By 2030, all app-based 
cabs in Delhi may be EVs
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G
ulmarg, the meadow of flow-
ers, is one of Asia’s premier hill 
resorts for its legendary beauty, 
prime location and the range 
of choices it offers to the visi-

tors. Famous for its exquisite valleys, 
gorgeous streams, fascinating slopes for 
every sort of skiing and hiking, Gulmarg is 
also home to one of the highest golf courses 
in the world. Gulmarg is equally most sought 
after place in summers as well as in win-
ters for, it offers myriad choices during 
summers like greenery and flower beds all 
around, with beautiful lakes, sublime val-
leys and Gulmarg Gandola. During winters, 
the place is thronged by the tourists for its 
snowy slopes where skiing is done.

Gulmarg is located 56km north of Sri-
nagar at an average altitude of 2650M. The 
3.5km long and 1km wide valley was dis-
covered in the 16th century by Sultan Yusuf 
Shah, who was inspired by the sight of its 
grassy slopes emblazoned with wild flow-
ers. It was also a favourite resort of the 
Mughal Emperor Jahangir. Gulmarg was first 
established as a ski resort by the British who 
had set up the Ski Club of India here in 1927. 
Skiing at Gulmarg had become very popu-
lar during the pre-independence years. The 
resort used to host two major skiing events, 
one each during Christmas and Easter. The 
skiing season usually commences just before 
Christmas (mid December) and continues 

till early April. During 1998, Gulmarg hosted 
the first National Winter Games of India.

Gulmarg also offers a host of other snow 
sports at this time of the year. The most pop-
ular among the tourists is riding a sledge 
and being pulled along the snow covered 
roads or gentler slopes. Tobogganing also 
does not require any skill — a flat wooden 
board is taken up the hill and then allowed 
to slide downhill. Snowboarding, another 
exciting winter sport is also being intro-
duced and promoted here. Making a 
snowman and holding camp fires around 
it amidst music and feasting is another pop-
ular activity indulged by the tourists.

Heli-skiing was introduced in Gulmarg, 
for the first time in India during the mid 
1980s in collaboration with the world 
renowned French skier, Sylvain Saudan of 
Himalaya Heli-Ski Club of France. For this 
highly exciting sport, skiers are taken to the 
top of mountain ridges by helicopters from 
where they ski down the immense Hima-
layan slopes. Initially, the programme was 
started at Apharwat in Gulmarg. Subse-
quently, other sites in the Kashmir 
Himalayas were also used for the purpose.

The journey to Gulmarg is half the 
enchantment of reaching there. The roads 
bordered by rigid avenues of poplar give 
over to flat expanses of rice fields inter-
spersed with picturesque villages. 
Depending on the season, nature’s colours 

could be the translucent green of spring, 
summer’s rich emerald, or autumn’s golden 
hues, when scarlet chillies festoon windows 
of village homes. After Tangmarg, the climb 
to Gulmarg begins through fir-covered hill-
sides. Gulmarg is a self sufficient place 
having hotels of all choices and pockets. A 
market is also there offering all a tourist 
could imagine. The place is open to tourists 
throughout the year. In case of any incon-
venience, one can contact: Tourist Office 
Gulmarg: + 91 1954 254439,87 Gulmarg Gon-
dola Lift: + 91 1954 244475, www.jksccc.com

Skiing beyond imagination
You can’t miss to visit a destination that 

has received an award for being best ski 
destination by CNN International – a des-
tination beyond skier’s imagination.During 
winter months, it is all happening at the 
world famous ski resort 56km South West 
of Srinagar.

You will watch heli-skiers sliding down 
from the mountain peaks, kids sloping it 
along on the baby slope, burly boys running 
in shorts for rugby thrill on the beaten snow 
while the artists turn the atmosphere musi-
cal under sub-zero temperature at the 
wonderful natural setting of sprawling snow 
meadows at Gulmarg.

The powder snow at an altitude of the 
above 14000-feet high on Pir Panjal range 
attracts adventure lovers from across the 

world.The resort is also famous because of 
its “Gulmarg Gondola” ropeway project.The 
ropeway stretching 2.5km connects the 
bowl-shaped Kongdoori valley with Afar-
wat. It’s the world’s highest cable car using 
gondolas and the only one in the world that 
takes skiers and tourists to a height of 
4,390M.

Gulmarg is popular both during sum-
mer and winter seasons. During summers, 
you will be smitten by the undulating roll-
ing lush green meadowns while in from 
November onwards till mid March, the 
snowfall turns the lush green meadows into 
a white carpet. The snow accumulates as 
high as 8-feet by January and February turn-
ing it one of the best skiing destination.

The extreme skiers board helicopter 
from the snow bowl and fly to peak of the 
mountain only to snake down mountain 
while negotiating hundreds of snow-bur-
dened conifers down the hill. The thrill can 
only be imagined. the festive environment 
of the winter sports also attracts artists from 
the country who sing different musical notes 
to entertain tourists. Every year, Tourism 
Department Kashmir makes elaborate 
arrangements for the winter sports and 
musical events at this world’s most beauti-
ful snow bowl. State-of-art facility for the 
skiers is also available.

Gulmarg receives good number of both 
domestic and foreign tourists who enjoy 

Gulmarg is equally most sought after place in summers 
as well as in winters for, it offers myriad choices during 
summers like greenery and flower beds all around, with 
beautiful lakes, sublime valleys and Gulmarg Gandola. 
During winters, the place is thronged by the tourists for its 
snowy slopes where skiing is done.

Unwinding in Gulmarg, 
the meadow of flowers
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skiing while at least six sports bodies pro-
vide training to youth in skiing, 
snowboarding and ice-skating.The best part 
is that the skiing which is an expensive sport 
and hobby is very economical at Gulmarg. 
Not only this, Gulmarg is perhaps the only 
place in Kashmir which has given new 
dimensions to adventure sports by intro-
ducing snow cycling, snow rugby and snow 
baseball.

Getting there

By Bus
Available from Srinagar (Batmaloo bus 

stand) buses operate to Tangmarg which is 
just few miles away from Gulmarg. From 
Tangmarg there is a regular service of buses 
and taxi to Gulmarg.

Taxi / MUV / SUMO
Direct Taxi / MUV service is also avail-

able from Srinagar (Batmaloo bus stand). 
Prepaid Taxi / MUV is available from Srina-
gar International Airport and Tourist 
Reception Center.

Church
Saint Mary’s Church in Gulmarg is also 

an attraction for tourist which constructed 

in the early 20th century during British rule 
in line with British architecture. Its built is 
reminiscent of ancient Victorian Architec-
ture.In 2003, its facade was improved and 
given brighter look of this ancient 
stricture.

The church in located in the middle of 
the meadow bowl near the 18th hole of Gul-
marg Golf Club, a par five, golf course. The 
church which has walls thick grey stone 
looks adoring both in winter and summer. 
The snow carpet in snow and the lush green 

meadows in the summer give the church 
scintillating appearances.

Bota Pathri
Bota Pathri is another tourist spot in 

the vicinity of Gulmarg meadows which 
was recently thrown open for tourists and 
locals in May 2012 by the department of 
tourism. Bota Pathri is a trekking spot 
which has beautiful meadows and at a dis-
tance of 9 km from Gulmarg. Earlier, it was 
closed for the visitors due to army pres-
ence. However, due to the congestion at 
Gulmarg, the department of tourism with 
the help of army threw open the virgin 
tourist spot.

Best Time To Visit
The peak season starts with the snow-

fall in December and lasts until March 
(April if it is a good season). The charges 
for one night stay during peak season in a 
hotel range typically between Rs1500 to 
Rs6500+, however there is also accommo-
dation available for Rs500 which is only 
for the hardcore. The pre-season and post-
season rates may have a discount but this 
is not standard.

Courtesy: Department of Tourism
Government of J & K 
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India’s museum movement officially 
began with the commemoration of the 

‘The Indian Museum’ in 1814. It was the 
first-ever encyclopaedic museum of 

India, gradually followed by several other 
significant museums across the nation to 
preserve our invaluable heritage.  

Museums in India continue to be the 
centres for reliving history and exploring 
the cultural sphere and archaeological 
treasures.

Time travel to the ancient era and 
enlighten yourself historically by visiting 
these famous museums in India.

The National Museum, Delhi
The National Museum in Delhi is one of 

the prime cultural institutions of India. It 
houses over 2,00,000 artifacts and collec-
tions that span more than 5,000 years of 
Indian cultural history.

Shri R C Rajagopalchari, the Governor-
General of India, inaugurated the National 
Museum on August 15, 1949.

The National Museum serves as a cul-
tural and interactive centre for visitors. It 
has a vast collection of exquisite paintings, 
sculptures, textiles, drawings, manuscripts, 
and some astounding archaeological finds 
like the Harappan ‘Dancing Doll’ and ‘Siva 
Nataraja.’ 

Victoria Memorial, Kolkata
Victoria Memorial is one of the iconic 

landmarks in Kolkata and is one of the most 
visited museums of India.

Lord Curzon (Viceroy of British India) 
envisioned the memorial in the memory of 
Queen Victoria of England. It was inaugu-
rated in 1921 and is presently a popular 
tourist attraction. 

The magnificent marble building show-
cases exemplary Indo-Saracenic 
architecture (an architectural design used 
by British architects) accompanied by a lush 
green garden, the serenity of this place will 
take you back in time.

The galleries of Victoria Memorial are 
adorned by western paintings of Tilly 

Kettle, John Zofanny, and William Hodges, 
and Indian paintings of Nandalal Bose and 
Abanindranath Tagore. 

Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad
The Salar Jung Museum’s treasures, 

which span the 2nd century BCE to the early 
20th century CE, provide insights into pre-
historic times. The museum has around 
46,000 art objects, 8,000 manuscripts, and 
60,000 photographs. Salar Jung I acquired 
the ‘Veiled Rebecca’ from Rome in 1876, and 
this serene sculpture is the highlight of this 
museum.

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu 
Sangrahalaya, Mumbai

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu San-
grahalaya (CSMVS), earlier known as the 
Prince of Wales Museum of Western India, 
was founded in 1914 and opened to the pub-
lic in 1922. It is one of India’s most important 
art and history museums. The museum has 
Indo-Saracenic architecture and a well-
designed garden.

The building is regarded as a Grade I 
Heritage Building and was facilitated with 
the 2010 Unesco Asia- Pacific Heritage 
Award for Cultural Heritage Conservation.

This museum celebrated its 100th anni-
versary on 10th January 2022, marking an 
iconic milestone in the museum’s journey 
toward creating an interactive cultural and 
historic centre for visitors. 

People can experience art in all its forms 
in the exhibits at their famous art galleries 
Krishna Kala Dalan, Lakshmi Kala Dalan, 
Sculpture Kala Dalan, and Epigraphy Kala 
Dalan. 

Indian Museum, Kolkata
The Indian Museum in Kolkata is the 

oldest museum of India. It was established 
in 1814 under the supervision of the Asiatic 
Society. Its formulation began the Museum 
Movement in India, further contributing to 
cultural heritage development. 

Initially, Indian Museum had two gal-
leries, it has now evolved into a 
multifunctional institution with several divi-
sions like art, archaeology, zoology, geology, 
botany, and anthropology.

The galleries of the Indian Museum 
showcase miniature paintings from Persian, 
Mughal, Rajasthani, and Pahari 
communities.

Reimagining Museums for 
India@75

Museums are the symbols of a cultur-
ally evolving nation. Indian museums have 
been preserving antiquities for generations. 
Apart from those showcased above, there 
are about 700 more museums in India that 
present different aspects of the nation’s her-
itage. For instance, the National Handicrafts 
and Handlooms Museum houses handicrafts 
from States across India, the National Phil-
atelic Museum showcases a wonderful 
panorama of India’s journey through a col-
lection of postal stamps.

To instil an elevating experience at these 
centres of cultural significance, the Minis-
try of Culture organized a global summit on 

‘Reimagining Museums in India’ in Febru-
ary 2022 as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 
As we march towards 75 years of Independ-
ence, such an endeavor focuses on 
establishing the groundwork for the future 
growth of our institutions.

Magnificent museums of India
The National Museum, Delhi

Indian Museum in Kolkata
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Dosa
Did you know that the Indian dosa is listed 

on the World’s 50 most Delicious Foods? Dosa 
is a crispy, rice-batter flat bread usually eaten 
dipped in coconut chutney, pickles or tomato 
and lentil based sauces. Masala dosa is usu-
ally served with sambar, coconut chutney and 
gunpowder chutney, and is yet another sta-
ple food from the southern part of Indian 
which is considered a popular breakfast 
option in all parts of the country as well. In 
fact, dosa has become so widely popular in 
this country that there are several innovative 
eateries and restaurants who are offering 
unique varieties of dosa like cheese dosa and 
schezwan dosa among others.

Gulab jamun
Gulab jamun is the perfect end to a delec-

table meal, when you have just enough room 
for dessert. Small balls of dried milk slow-
cooked and boiled in sugar syrup, this Indian 
sweet is traditionally served warm. Gulab 
jamun can be easily called the most popular 
dessert item among Indians. Interestingly, 
the origins of this sweet has several theories. 
While one of them suggests that it was born 
in the medieval India and was derived from 

a fritter that Central Asian Turkic invaders 
brought to India, the other theory suggests 

that gulab jamun came into being when it 
was accidentally prepared by one of the per-

sonal chefs of Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan.

Butter chicken
Ask anyone about traditional Indian food 

and one of the few dishes they immediately 
recall is butter chicken. Although many ver-
sions of the dish exist, the typical recipe 
involves marinating a chicken overnight in 
a yogurt and spice mixture, most commonly 
ginger, garlic and turmeric, and then cook-
ing it in a tandoor. Butter chicken is extremely 
popular in the northern part of India where 
it is considered to be a delicacy and is pre-
pared during most of the special occasions 
like weddings and family get togethers. The 
most popular accompaniment with butter 
chicken is either of the popular Indian breads 
tandoori roti, roomali roti, and naan.

Khaman dhokla
A snack found in every nook and corner 

of Gujarat, the khaman dhokla is a savoury 
steamed cake made out of gram flour or 
chana dal. Dhokla is extremely light  and 
packed with flavour—you can scarf down 
plenty and you’d never even know. Not only 
in the state of Gujarat, but in all other parts 
of the country khaman dhokla is considered 

Dosa

Savouring some 
Indian delicacies
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to be a popular choice of snack. Usually prepared with besan, this soft and 
savoury snack item is served with green chutney. Khaman dhokla is mostly 
enjoyed as an evening snack in most parts of the country.

Rogan josh
Treat your senses to this scrumptious delicacy from Kashmir. Brimming 

with flavours of fennel and ginger and wafting aromas of cinnamon and 
cardamom, rogan josh is a lamb curry that traces its origins in Persian cui-
sine. Now a staple dish in Kashmiri households, rogan josh was brought to 
the hill state by the Mughal rulers who used Kashmir as their summer retreat, 
where they escape the heat in other parts of the country and take refuge in 
the cool climate of the mountains. Since rogan josh involves a rich prepa-
ration with heavy usage of ghee and spices, it is best enjoyed in places with 
cold climatic conditions.

Bhel puri
Bhelpuri is one of the most common all-day snacks in India: a crunchy, 

cold, sweet and sour mix of puffed rice, chopped onion and potato doused 
in tamarind chutney. Every roadside vendor concocts their own variation, 
mixes the snack on the spot and serves it either in tiny paper plates or in 
cones made out of scrap paper—the puri doubling up as a spoon on most 
occasions. The origins of bhel puri can be traced back to the beach stalls of 
Mumbai in Maharashtra, since the puffed rice based snack in believed to 
have originated from bhadang, a spicy snack from Western Maharashtra. 
Bhelpuri is known to have its several variations in other parts of the coun-
try, with the most popular ones being jhalmuri in West Bengal, and churumuri 
in Mysore.

Butter chicken

Rogan josh






