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Qatar participated in Maritime India Summit 2021
Minister of Transport and Communication HE Jassim Saif Ahmed Al-Sulaiti
headed Qatari delegation to Maritime India Summit 2021 which was
inaugurated by prime Minister Narendra Modi on 2nd March. HE Qatar’s
Commerce Minister participated in the Ministerial session on 2nd March
2021.
The two day summit was organized by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways (MoPSW) in association with Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI) as the industrial partner and Ernst & Young
Company as the knowledge partner.

Mr. Abdulrahman Essa Al Mannai,
President & CEO of Milaha
participated in the CEOs Forum
presided over by Hon MOS
Mansukh Mandviya, during the
Maritime India Summit 2021. He
focused on 4 specific areas
Shipping; Climate change concerns;
technological changes & disruptive
events. Capt. Abdulaziz Alyafei,
Executive VP Operations, Mwani
Qatar also participated.
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India’s participation in AgriteQ Exhibition

Indian Embassy along with Indian Business and Professionals Council
(IBPC) is participating in the 8th edition of AgriteQ exhibition which was
held from 23-27 March 2021. Minister of Municipality and Environment,
Minister of Transport & Communication, Minister of Administrative
Development, Labour and Social Affairs visited India Pavilion and

Indian Embassy along with Indian Business and Professionals Council
(IBPC) is participating in the 8th edition of AgriteQ exhibition which
was held from 23-27 March 2021. Minister of Municipality and
Environment, Minister of Transport & Communication, Minister of
Administrative Development, Labour and Social Affairs visited India
Pavilion and appreciated Indian participation in the exhibition.
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Ambassador met Mr. Abdulrahman
bin Jassim Al Sulaiti, Chairman of
Economic Group who is also a
member of the India-Qatar Joint
Business Council. They discussed ways
to
further
strengthen
linkages
between India and Qatar in trade,
investment, sports etc.

Ambassador met President &
CEO of Milaha Mr. Abdulrahman
Essa Al-Mannai. They discussed
historical maritime links between
India & Qatar and scope for
further collaboration in shipping,
logistics,
warehousing,
port
management, Tech support.

Ambassador visited and toured the
Business and Innovation Complex in
the Ras Abu Fontas Free Zone, where
he met with HE Mr. Ahmed bin
Muhammad Al-Sayed, Minister of
State and Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Free Zones Authority
and was briefed on the services and
facilities provided by the zone to
investors
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Ambassador met Speaker of
the
Shura
Council.
They
reviewed
cooperation
in
Parliamentary Affairs, bilateral
relations and shared culture
between India and Qatar.

Ambassador met Acting President of Doha Institute for Graduate Studies Dr
Abdelwahab El Affendi and discussed possible cooperation between
Indian Academic and Policy Institutions,
Embassy and Doha Institute.

Dr. Hamid Eltgani Ali, Dean of SPADE; Mariam bint Ali bin Nasser Al Misnad,
Executive Director of Administration and Finance Division; Mr Ali Kaabi
Director of communications and external affairs were also present.
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Interactive Session on India Qatar trade
in Engineering and Allied Sectors

Engineering Export Promotion Council (EEPC) of India, Indian Embassy in
Qatar and Indian Business and Professionals Council (IBPC) held a
webinar in which Ambassador Dr Deepak Mittal was the keynote speaker.
Dr Srikar Reddy, Department of Commerce Government of India, Mr
Azim Abbas, President, IBPC Qatar and Mr Mahesh Desai, Chairman EEPC
were among the renowned speakers.

The session concentrated on existing and future opportunities for
trade and investment in the engineering sector between India and
Qatar; Issues related to duties, taxes and regulations; Scope for
joint ventures, collaborations, partnerships and knowledge sharing
between India and Qatar; Success stories of Indian Engineering
Companies in Qatar.
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Interactive Session India-Qatar
Synergies In Pharma Sector

Indian Business and Professionals Council Qatar (IBPC Qatar), an apex body
operating under the aegis of the Embassy of India, hosted a webinar jointly
with the Pharmaceutical Export Council of India (Pharmexcil) to promote
bilateral trade between pharmaceutical manufacturers in India and importers
in Qatar.
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The Embassy in association with
Indian Cultural Centre held the
inaugural event of the ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit
Mahotsav’,
virtually
to
commemorate the 75th anniversary
of India’s Independence on 26th
March 2021. Ambassador Khalid bin
Ibrahim Al Hamar, director of Asian
Affairs Department at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Qatar, graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest.
In his address, Ambassador Khalid highlighted the deep-rooted relations
between India and Qatar and wished that relations should go from
strength to strength. Ambassador Dr Deepak Mittal congratulated the
community members and hoped that these two year long celebrations
which will continue till August 2023 will give India and Qatar varied
opportunities to collaborate and further enhance the relations.
The event was attended by
members of Indian community
organisations in Qatar and many
viewers joined us live on
Embassy’s Facebook Page and
Youtube Channel. insurance for
75
economically
distressed
Indians.
A cultural performance showcasing the diversity and culture of various
parts of India was presented by artists and enthusiasts from Indian
Community in Qatar. Earlier the same day, a tree-plantation drive was
initiated on the Indian Cultural Centre premises. About 75 saplings were
planted in and around Doha to mark the occasion. Ambassador handed
over a check sponsored by the community covering life insurance for 75
economically distressed Indians.
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9

Pic:IWD logo

Embassy acknowledged the
hard work and efforts put by
its women employees and
expressed its pride in them
on the occasion of
International Women’s day.
The Women Diplomats at the Embassy greeted prominent Qatari Women in
the Indian way (Namaste), via twitter. They saluted H.H. Sheikha Moza Bint
Nasser, Chairperson Qatar Foundation For Education, Science And
Community Development; Sheikha Hind Bint Hamad Al Thani, Ceo Qatar
Foundation; Sheikha Mayassa Bint Hamad Al Thani, Chairperson Qatar
Museums; Sheikha Alya Ahmed Saif Al Thani, Permanent Representative of
the State of Qatar to the United Nations; H.E. Dr. Hanan Mohamed Al
Kuwari, Minister Of Public Health, H.E. Lolwah R.M. Al-Khater, Assistant
Foreign Minister & Spokesperson, Mofa.

Embassy also acknowledged some of the women professionals from Indian
Community in Qatar who are striving hard to leave their own mark in their
respective fields. It also expressed its pride that Indian women power is seen
in all walks of life in Qatar. They include - frontline workers, health care
professionals, educators, entrepreneurs, artists, professionals, researchers
and many more.
NEWSLETTER MARCH 2021
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India launched Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi flagged off the ‘Padyatra’ (Freedom
March) from Sabarmati Ashram, Ahmedabad and inaugurated the
curtain raiser activities of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ (India@75).
He also launched various other cultural and digital initiatives for the
India@75 celebrations. The celebrations which were launched 75 weeks
before 15 August 2022 will continue till 15 August, 2023.
Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav is a
series of events to be
organised by the Government
of India to commemorate the
75th Anniversary of India’s
Independence. The Mahotsav
will be celebrated as a JanUtsav (people’s celebrations)
The Prime Minister reiterated five pillars i.e. Freedom Struggle, Ideas at
75, Achievements at 75, Actions at 75 and Resolves at 75 as guiding force
for moving forward keeping dreams and duties as inspiration. He
asserted that Azadi Amrit Mahotsav means elixir of energy of
independence. It means elixir of inspirations of the warriors of freedom
struggle; elixir of new ideas and pledges and nectar of Aatmnirbharta
(Self sufficiency).

India's PV industry to post 22-25% growth in FY22: ICRA
India's passenger vehicle industry
is expected to post a growth of 22
to 25 per cent in FY22 as per ICRA,
an Indian independent and
professional investment
information and credit rating
agency. The growth is expected to
be achieved after a 2-4 per cent
de-growth in FY21.
ICRA
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India set to become third largest energy consumer
in the world by 2030
India will overtake the European
Union as the world's third-largest
energy consumer by 2030. The
projection
was
made
by
International Energy Agency (IEA) in
its Energy Outlook 2021. It
forecasted that India would account
for the biggest share of energy
demand growth over the next two
decades. India at present is the
fourth-largest
global
energy
consumer behind China, the United
States and the European Union.
The Natural gas import dependency increased from 20 per cent in 2010 to
almost 50 per cent in 2019 and is set to grow further to more than 60 per
cent in 2040. The report also states that solar energy is set for explosive
growth in India which accounts for less than 4% of its electricity generation
currently which is set to raise to 18% by 2040.

India’s economy on recovery track
In the third quarter of 2020-21, the
Indian economy witnessed a growth of
0.4 per cent. In the first quarter, the
economy shrank 23.9 per cent in the
wake of the Coronavirus outbreak and
nationwide lockdown. In the second or
the July-September quarter, India's
GDP contracted 7.5 per cent. When
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
contracts for two straight quarters, it
is called recession.
As per the data about the third quarter, the GDP has shown a growth of 0.4
per cent. The data says there has been a 3.9 per cent increase in
Agriculture; 1.6 per cent in manufacturing and 6.2 per cent in construction
sector.
NEWSLETTER MARCH 2021
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ISRO's breakthrough demonstration of free-space
Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) over 300 m
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has successfully
demonstrated free-space Quantum Communication over a distance of
300 m. This is a major milestone achievement for unconditionally
secured satellite data communication using quantum technologies.
The free-space QKD was demonstrated at Space Applications Centre
(SAC), Ahmedabad, between two line-of-sight buildings within the
campus. The experiment was performed at night, in order to ensure that
there is no interference of the direct sunlight.
The experiment is a major breakthrough towards ISRO’s goal of
demonstrating Satellite Based Quantum Communication (SBQC), where
ISRO is gearing up to demonstrate the technology between two Indian
ground stations.

Indian Women rewrote World Maritime History
For the first time in the world
maritime history that a ship was being
sailed by all women officers. In an
attempt to acknowledge the efforts of
women and to break down the
stereotypes attached to women’s work
in a male-dominated maritime sector.
Minister
of
State
(Independent
Charge) for Ports, Shipping &
Waterways Mansukh Mandaviya had flagged off, virtually, an allwomen crew onboard Shipping Corporation of India (SCI)’s vessel MT
Swarna Krishna.
What better way to celebrate International Women’s Day !!!

First Quad Leaders’ Virtual Summit
Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated, along with Prime Minister of
Australia Scott Morrison and Prime Minister of Japan Yoshihide Suga and
President of U.S.A. Joseph R. Biden, in the first Leaders’ Summit of the
Quadrilateral Framework, held virtually on 12th March 2021.
The Leaders discussed regional and global issues of shared interest, and
exchange views on practical areas of cooperation towards maintaining a
free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific region. They also exchanged views on
contemporary challenges like resilient supply chains, emerging and critical
technologies, maritime security, and climate change. They reviewed the
ongoing efforts to combat Covid-19 pandemic and explore opportunities
for collaboration in ensuring safe, equitable and affordable vaccines in the
Indo-Pacific region.
NEWSLETTER MARCH 2021
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India’s First Toy Fair and Toycathon

In line with India’s made in India and self sufficiency program, it has been
consciously going vocal for local. Toys are a part of India’s culture and each
region/state has its unique way of making them reflecting the local culture. The
make of the toys is very environment conscious as they are usually made with
locally available natural material.
With an aim to help India develop into a global hub for toys, a toy fair was
organised from 27 February - 4 March. It had over 1,200 exhibitors. It brought
together all stakeholders, including buyers, sellers, students, teachers, and
designers, on a platform to create sustainable linkages and encourage dialogue
for the overall development of the industry. This was also to prepare the industry
for a global market. In 2021, the Government also organised Toycathon. Which
was aimed at conceptualizing innovative toys based on the Indian value system
which will inculcate the positive behaviour and good value among the children.
Over 1.2 Million youth, teachers and experts got registered for this Toycathon.
More than 7,000 new ideas were discussed.
More info at https://theindiatoyfair.in/
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Gandhi Peace Prize 2019 to
(Late) His Majesty Sultan Qaboos

The Gandhi Peace Prize for the year 2019 is being conferred on (Late)
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al Said of Oman. Gandhi Peace
Prize is an annual award instituted by Government of India since 1995,
the 125th Birth Anniversary commemoration year of Mahatma
Gandhi. The award carries an amount of Rs. 1 crore, a citation, a
plaque and an exquisite traditional handicraft/ handloom item.
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos was a visionary leader whose twin policy of
moderation and mediation in addressing international issues won him
praise and respect across the globe. He played an important role in
supporting peace efforts in various regional disputes and conflicts.
H.M. Sultan Qaboos was the architect of the special ties between India
and Oman. He had studied in India and always maintained a special
relationship with India. Under his leadership, India and Oman became
strategic partners and our mutually beneficial, comprehensive
partnership strengthened and scaled newer heights.
Gandhi Peace Prize recognizes the unparalleled vision and leadership
of the Late H.M. Sultan Qaboos Bin Said in strengthening relations
between India and Oman, and his efforts to promote peace and nonviolence in the Gulf region.
NEWSLETTER MARCH 2021
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India commemorated Chabahar Day 16
India commemorated
Chabahar Day

DNA INDIA

India commemorated 'Chabahar Day' on 4 March on the sidelines of the
Second edition of International Maritime Summit-2021 which was held 2-4
March. In the virtual event ministries from Afghanistan, Armenia, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Russia, and Uzbekistan participated.
Afghanistan,
Armenia, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Russia and Uzbekistan
participated in it. Dr. S. Jaishankar, Minister of External Affairs addressed
the Ministerial Level opening session. Mr Mansukh Mandaviya, Minister of
State (Independent Charge) for the Ministry of Ports,Shipping and
Waterways and Minister of State for Chemical & Fertilizers delivered the
keynote address.

India supplied 2nd batch
of 20,000 litres of
Malathion 95% ULV

India supplied 2nd batch of 20,000 litres of Malathion
95% ULV pesticide to Iran

A second batch of 20,000 litres of
Malathion 95% ULV pesticide is being
supplied by India to Iran under a
Government-to-Government Locust
Control Programme. The consignment
reached Chabahar Port and was handed
over to Plant Protection Organization,
Government of Islamic Republic of Iran
on March 18,2021.
EOI :Twitter
It would be recalled that India had approached Iran and Pakistan for a
coordinated regional response to the threat to approaching swarms of
desert locusts. It was in this context that Iran had requested the supply of
pesticides. There was no response from Pakistan. India supplied the first
tranche of 20,000 litres of Malathion to Iran in June 2020.
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Visit of H.E. Sheikh Dr. Ahmed Nasser Al-Mohammad AlSabah, Foreign Minister and MOS for Cabinet Affairs,
State of Kuwait, to India
H.E. Sheikh (Dr.) Ahmed Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, Foreign Minister
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs, State of Kuwait visited India on
17-18 March 2021 at the invitation of Hon’ble External Affairs Minister Dr.
S. Jaishankar.

Both Ministers met on 18 March
2021 and reviewed all aspects of
India-Kuwait bilateral relationship and discussed regional
developments. Foreign Minister
H.E. Sheikh Dr. Ahmed Nasser
also
handed
over
to
his
counterpart
a
letter
from
Kuwait’s Prime Minister H.E.
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah addressed to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
A
Joint
Statement
on
establishment
of
a
Joint
Ministerial Commission at the
level of Foreign Ministers to steer
the relationship was issued
during the visit. Apart from the
existing Joint Working Groups on
hydrocarbons, manpower and
mobility, and healthcare, new
JWGs on trade and investments,
defence and security etc are
envisaged to be established.
Foreign Minister H.E. Sheikh Dr.
Ahmed
Nasser
thanked
Government
of
India
for
supplying Kuwait with 200,000
doses of ‘Made in India’
Covishield vaccines in February
2021.

EOI :Twitter

External Affairs Minister thanked the leadership and the Government of
the State of Kuwait for hosting a large Indian community in Kuwait and
taking care of them during Covid-19 pandemic. The two sides will also
jointly celebrate the 60th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic
relations between them during 2021-22.
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First meeting of India-Jordan
Joint Working Group (JWG)
EOI :Twitter

The first meeting of India-Jordan Joint Working Group (JWG) under
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Cooperation in the field of
Manpower was held virtually on March 10, 2021.
The Indian delegation was led by Mr Abbagani Ramu, Joint Secretary
(OIA-I), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India and the
Jordan delegation was led by Mr Abdullah al Jbour, Assistant
Secretary General for Operations Affairs, Ministry of Labor,
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The meeting provided an opportunity
to discuss and review the entire gamut of labour and manpower
cooperation related issues between the two countries.

Telephone conversation between Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi and His Royal Highness Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of Saudi
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had a telephone conversation on 10
March with the Crown Prince of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, His Royal
Highness Mohammed bin Salman.
Both leaders reviewed the functioning of the bilateral Strategic
Partnership Council established in 2019, and expressed satisfaction
about the steady growth in the India-Saudi partnership. Prime Minister
expressed his desire to further expand trade and investment between the
two countries, and highlighted the opportunities that the Indian
economy offers to Saudi investors.
The leaders agreed to continue supporting each other's efforts against
the the COVID-19 pandemic, in the spirit of the special friendship and
people-to-people links between India and Saudi Arabia. They also
reviewed regional and international developments of mutual interest.
Prime Minister reiterated his invitation to HRH the Crown Prince to visit
India at an early date.
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Participation of India’s External Affairs Minister at
Heart of Asia Conference in Tajikistan

EOI :Twitter

NEWSLETTER MARCH 2021

19

India sent made-in-India vaccines to 84 countries until end of March
2021. Over 65.5 million doses were dispatched to these countries either
as a grant or through commercial sales by the manufacturers or
through the GAVI’s Covax facility.

Vaccinating Peace Keepers

India’s two prong vaccination
approach – largest vaccination
drive in the world in India and
largest supply of vaccines to
other countries. As on 4 April
2021,
total
number
of
vaccinations
were
over
75
million.
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India has always been a steadfast
supporter of peacekeeping. In line
with its longstanding support
India donated 200,000 doses of
Covid-19 vaccine to inoculate UN
Blue
Helmets
serving
in
peacekeeping
misisons.
UN
peacekeeping chief Jean-Pierre
Lacroix lauded India for this
“important contribution”. India
has long played an important role
in
peacekeeping,
particularly
though its contribution of troops.
Currently, more than 95 thousand
UN peacekeepers are deployed in
12 missions.
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EOI :Twitter
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India and Qatar at the UN on the sidelines of CSW65
India’s Permanent Representative to
the UN participated in an event
organised by Qatar Permanent
Mission
in
New
York
and
cosponsored by India among others,
titled "Enhancing women's political
participation to achieve SDGs".
The event was one of the side events
held during sixty-fifth session of the
Commission on the Status of
Women (CSW65) took place from 15
to 26 March 2021.

India at UN on Syria
India, the ambassador said, strongly condemned the attack on the surgical
hospital in Al Atareb that resulted in the killing of innocent civilians.
Excerpts from the statement made by Permanent Representative of India
to the United Nations Ambassador T.S. Tirumurti at a UNSC briefing on
Syria on 15 March 2021 and UNSC Meeting on Syria (humanitarian
issues) on 29 March 2021.




Decade-long conflict has had a devastating effect on the people of
Syria. India is deeply concerned with the alarming statistics. The unrest
in Syria which began in 2011 as part of a wider Arab Springs protest
and have escalated from discontent against the Syrian government to
an armed conflict. The conflict has left more than 380,000 people dead,
devastated cities and drawn in other countries. More than 5 million
Syrians have fled the country and 6 million are internally displaced.
With more than 13 million people in need of assistance, the conflict has
caused untold suffering for Syrian men, women and children.
The Council needs to introspect about the cost of its actions and
inactions. There is an urgent need to build consensus on the
humanitarian situation and collectively work to ameliorate the
sufferings of people in Syria. We cannot afford to be unmoved.
- - - Continued
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The politicization of the humanitarian track does not help anyone, least
of all the millions of suffering Syrians. What we need immediately is an
engagement that is both consistent with Syrian independence, territorial
integrity and sovereignty as well as addresses the urgency of the
humanitarian issues to alleviate the suffering of the Syrian people.
Constructive international diplomacy is the need of the hour to bridge
existing divides by focusing on mutual and reciprocal steps. We believe
that delinking the humanitarian and developmental work with progress
on the political track will help in creating a conducive environment of
trust and confidence. We welcome the 15th round of the International
Meeting of the Astana process held last month in Sochi. We call on all
parties to the conflict to show political will and statesmanship to break
the current impasse in the working of the Constitutional Committee.
The Syrian conflict and involvement of external actors has contributed
to the growth of terrorism in Syria and in its neighbouring countries.
This has been reiterated in the latest report of the Secretary General on
the threat posed by ISIL. We express our serious concern with the
increased presence and terrorist activity of “Hayat Tahrir alSham” and
other affiliated terrorist groups that pose a threat to civilians inside and
outside the Idlib de-escalation area. It is imperative that all parties
adhere to their international obligations to fight terrorism and terrorist
organizations in Syria, as designated by the Security Council.
India firmly believes that long-term security and stability in this region,
can only be achieved by preserving the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Syria. We also remain convinced that there can be no
military solution to the Syrian conflict and reaffirm our commitment to
advancing a Syrian-led and Syrian-owned UN-facilitated political process
in line with the UN Security Council Resolution 2254.
We remain convinced that all efforts towards improving the
humanitarian situation in Syria, will positively impact the political track
as well. We call upon the wider UN system, in particular the WHO and
OCHA, to prioritize the vaccination programme in Syria, including
through the COVAX initiative.
India has extended developmental assistance and human resource
development support to Syria regularly. These include lines of credits for
developmental projects, supply of medicine and food, artificial limb
fitment camp and capacity building training programmes for Syrian
nationals. We reiterate our commitment to continue these initiatives, in
support of people of Syria.
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Arabic media's interaction with the Ambassador
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Minister heads Qatari delegation to second Maritime India Summit
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/685816/Qatar-participates-in-Maritime-IndiaSummit
12 Indian Universities in top 100 QS world Subject Rankings 2021
https://m.gulf-times.com/story/686067/12-Indian-Universities-in-top-100-QSworld-Subject-Rankings-2021
Indian players at World Table Tennis tournament in Doha
https://www.aninews.in/news/sports/others/wtt-star-contender-doha-indianpaddlers-sutirtha-ahyika-make-winning-starts-in-tournament20210306205857/
Ramkumar Ramanathan through to the final qualifying round of ATP 250
DOHA.
https://sportstar.thehindu.com/tennis/ramkumar-ramanathan-qualifies-for-main
-draw-in-atp-qatar-open-ankita-raina-wta-mexico-sara-errani/
article34013516.ece
Sania Mirza Qatar Total Open – Quarters and Semis.
https://www.aninews.in/news/sports/tennis/qatar-open-sania-mirza-andrejaklepac-advance-into-semi-finals20210303203430/
‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations launched in Qatar
https://thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/31/03/2021/%E2%80%98Azadi-ka-AmritMahotsav%E2%80%99-celebrations-launched-in-Qatar
https://www.qatar-tribune.com/news-details/id/210114/indian-embassy-hostsonline-event-to-commemorate-75th-anniversary-of-independence
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/687907/ICC-takes-part-in-launch-of-IndianIndependence-ce
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