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Indian Ambassador: Qatari talks for investment in infrastructure in India
( Lusial, 31 March, P9, dated 31 March2021 ).

A meeting of the joint working group next April.
His  Excellency  Dr.  Deepak Mittal,  Ambassador  of  the  Republic  of  India  to  Doha,  praised  the
Qatari-Indian relations, which he described as historical since the pearl trade, in addition to the
strong ties between the peoples of the two countries. He said that Doha is the number one supplier
of LNG to India and it is a reliable partner in energy security. During a press conference yesterday
with the local press, Ambassador Mittal noted the importance of the joint work team between the
two countries to develop the gas infrastructure, explaining that the next meeting of the working
group will be next April. He said that the Qatar Investment Authority’s entry into the education
sector through the company (Bay Juice) is the most prominent Qatari investment during the past
two years. He pointed out that there are Qatari talks to invest in the field of infrastructure in India.
The  ambassador  said  that  Qatar  has  become  a  global  center  for  major  sporting  events  and
tournaments, and his country appreciates the great reforms that Qatar has made to improve workers'
conditions.

Joint working group
The  ambassador  explained  that  the  aim of  forming  a  working  group  on  energy  is  to  create  a
comprehensive partnership between the two countries, not just buying and selling, especially as
India moves towards a gas-based economy, with reliance on gas reaching from 5% to 15% by 2030,
which opens up promising prospects and opportunities to enhance cooperation with Qatar is in this
sector.

He added that the Joint Working Group on Energy held its first meeting in December and we look
forward to  another  meeting in  April  to  develop the cooperation into a  comprehensive strategic
partnership such as investing in the development of gas infrastructure in India. "We have 17,000 km
of pipelines and our goal is to double them to about 32,000 km. Our infrastructure is linked with
neighboring countries, which means that there are opportunities for Qatari investment at the level of
the region as a whole. We are also seeking to build networks to distribute gas in about 100 cities and
we will need stations," he said. To receive gas, it is a promising sector for cooperation and achieves
mutual benefits for both parties.

 Qatari investments
In  the  field  of  investments,  we  also  seek  comprehensive  cooperation  with  programs  to  attract
foreign  investments  in  India.  Last  year,  despite  the  Corona pandemic,  investments  entered  our
country  worth  about  $  20  billion  for  large  companies  such  as  Google,  Microsoft  and  others,
pointing to the importance of introducing Qataris to investment opportunities in India to achieve
Mutual benefits.

The Indian ambassador added that Qatar has made important investments during the past two years,
including the Qatar Investment Authority’s investment in the Bombay Electricity Company, as well
as the BYJUS company, which is a large educational platform in India. There are discussions for
more investments with the National Fund for Investment in Infrastructure in India.

Regarding trade exchange, the ambassador said that Qatar and India have very strong commercial
relations, and the volume of trade exchange reached 11 billion dollars in 2019 and decreased to
about 9 billion dollars in 2020 due to Corona, while the two countries' efforts continue to diversify
cooperation as liquefied natural gas is an essential part of the volume of mutual trade. .



He added that India highly values Qatar's role as a reliable and reliable partner in energy security,
pointing out that his country imports about 15% of its gas needs from the State of Qatar, which is
India's first gas supplier.

High-level visits
The Indian ambassador explained that the Qatari-Indian relations are ancient and historical since the
pearl trade and the close relations between the two peoples as well as the converging geography that
contributed  to  strengthening  the  ties  and  rapprochement  between  the  two  countries  and  their
peoples,  and these  relations  are  still  very  strong,  as  the  last  five  years  have  witnessed several
reciprocal visits at the highest level, most notably the visit of His Excellency Saheb. His Highness
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, the Emir of the country to India in 2015, and the visit of His
Excellency Mr.  Narendra  Modi,  Prime Minister  of  the  Republic  of  India  to  Qatar  in  2016,  in
addition to many visits at various levels, stressing the importance of the close relations between the
leaderships of the two countries in deepening and advancing joint cooperation in a way that leads In
the interest of the two friendly peoples.

He pointed out that one of the fruits of the telephone conversation between the leaders of the two
countries last December was their agreement to strengthen relations, discuss ways to enhance them,
and form two working groups to enhance cooperation in the investment and energy sectors.

Political consultations
The Indian ambassador  emphasized the  continuation  of  political  consultations  between the two
countries to advance cooperation relations in various sectors, pointing to a successful visit by Indian
Foreign Minister Dr. Jaishankar to Doha recently and also holding the fourth round of political
consultations between the foreign ministries of the two countries last February, pointing out that
there will be more. Technical meetings between the governments of the two countries to enhance
cooperation in the security, defense, trade, energy and other sectors in the coming period, stressing
that they are very positive signs of the prospects for developing joint cooperation, especially as they
are sponsored by the leaderships of the two countries.

Ambassador Mittal praised the partnership between the two countries, saying: We are proud of the
cooperation of one of the Indian giants -  Larsen & Toubro -  with local  companies to build Al
Rayyan Stadium - Ahmed Bin Ali - and therefore India's participation has gone beyond workers and
technical experts to companies and the main contractor. He pointed out that there are a number of
projects in which Indian companies operate, including road works, electricity distribution stations,
and many positive partnerships in infrastructure projects. We certainly look forward to intensifying
our partnership in other sectors, such as the jewelry industry, which India excels, as well as direct
bilateral business relations between companies from the two countries.

Events Center
Ambassador  Mittal  noted  that  Qatar  has  become a  major  global  center  for  major  international
sporting events and tournaments, and the 2022 World Cup is one of them, and there will be the 2030
Asian Games and many international tournaments. He said: I recently met athletes from India who
visited  Qatar  in  events  such  as  the  tennis  tournament  and  table  tennis,  and  expressed  their
admiration for the sports facilities on the land of Qatar, as well as the wonderful organization. She
also discussed with the Secretary of the Qatar Olympic Committee the possibility of cooperation in
many areas related to youth and sports. I am confident that Qatar’s 2022 World Cup staging will be
very successful. The infrastructure in the sports sector is very great.

Regarding the  reforms undertaken by the  State  of  Qatar:  The  Indian  ambassador  said  that  his
country appreciates the great and positive reforms that Qatar has recently undertaken in order to
improve the conditions of workers, and we welcome them, and our comment on them was very



positive  in  international  forums,  the  last  of  which  was  the  meeting  of  the  International  Labor
Organization last November. In Geneva. These reforms are in the interest of these workers and their
safety, and there are ongoing mechanisms for dialogue with Qatar to discuss workers' conditions,
and these meetings take place regularly, the last of which was in December 2020.
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Cooperation in the education sector
 With regard to cooperation in the field of education, the ambassador said that the education sector
in  Qatar  is  booming  strongly,  and  there  are  18  Indian  schools  and  3  more  schools  have  been
approved, and the number of Indian students studying in these schools is about 45,000 students,
which is a large number and we thank the Qatari authorities that provide assistance. In providing the
educational needs of these students, and there is a tendency to establish an Indian university, which
we hope to start studying in September 2021 and will include many disciplines in the fields of
science, humanities, and engineering, and we are confident that the opening of this university will
push  other  universities  to  take  similar  steps,  especially  with  the  great  success  of  educational
institutions. As big as Hamad Bin Khalifa University and Qatar Foundation, we may witness the
establishment of a College of Medicine modeled after Weill Cornell, and education will remain one
of the main pillars of the relationship between the two countries.

Cultural year
 The ambassador praised the success of the Qatar-India Year of Culture 2019, praising the great
support from the Ministry of Culture and Sports, the Qatar Museums Authority, the Qatar National
Library and the Cultural Village (Katara). It will be interspersed with the organization of the 2022
World Cup, and we hope to hold cultural events within the framework of these celebrations, which
will confirm the cultural diversity enjoyed by the State of Qatar. Diameter. Events such as these
increase the rapprochement between the peoples who live on the land of Qatar.


